
Page 10 of the Climatological Record Wakefield, VA--- Richmond, VA. Records

Remarks: The temperature data from Jan. 1880 to Jan. 1893 inclusive an obtained from the records of
Mr. William H. Pleasants who maintained an excellent and almost unbroken record of daily maximum
and minimum temperatures during that period. The interval from Feb. 1893 to October 1897 inclusive
has been filled by interpolation based on Bon Air, Virginia and later Richmond data, and appears in red
ink in those months. - See reports of the Virginia Section of Climate and Coop. Services for October,
1904, page 3 and February, 1905, page 3

Page 11 of the Climatological Record --- Richmond, VA.
Remarks:  *Data in red ink are not to be used.

October 5, 1897 The office first occupied by the Bureau was located in the State Library building, room #
28, second floor. While in this location the work was carried on in cooperation with the Virginia State
Board of Agriculture. No meteorological observations were taken and, until April, 1896, when a daily
journal was regularly under instructions from the Central office. The work pertained exclusively to that
comprised in the compilation issues of climatological reports and the supervision of cooperative
observers and crop correspondents and forecast display stations.

On May 21 – 22nd 1897 the office was moved to the Chamber of Commerce building, corner of ninth
and Main street, and meteorological observations were began at this location in October of 1897. The
elevation of instruments were: barometer 143.6 ft. above mean sea level; dry thermometer 97.8 ft.
above the ground; wet thermometer 97.8 ft. above the ground; rain gauge 89.4 ft. above the ground;
anemometer 105.1 ft. above the ground;  wind vane 106.7 ft. above the ground.

This location was occupied until May 29 – 30 – 31, 1900 when the office was moved to the 4th floor,
Times building corner of 10th and Bank Street, room # 22 – 23 – 24 and 25. Elevation for the estimates
in the new location were: Barometer (above mean sea level) 156.9 ft., instruments (above ground) dry
thermometer 82.1 ft.; wet thermometer 82.1 ft.; rain gauge 76.2 ft.; anemometer 90.4 ft.; wind vane
92.4 ft.

On June 29 – 30th, 1905, the office was again moved the new location being in the Mutual Assurance
Society’s building, corner of Ninth and Main St.,  rooms # 916 – 917 – 918 and 919, ninth floor. The
following elevations of instruments resulted: Barometer (above mean sea level) 214.8 ft. instruments,
(above ground) dry thermometer 144.9 ft.; wet thermometer 144.9 ft.; rain gauge 138.3 ft.;
anemometer 153.1 ft.; wind vane 154.0 ft.

During the year 1909 – first half, – arrangements were in progress for the erection of a Weather Bureau
building at this station, and said building was finally completed and accepted by the Bureau in January,
1910. On January 29, 1910 the work of moving the office from the Mutual Assurance Society building to
the Weather Bureau was begun and the new quarters occupied the following day. Location: Chimborazo
Park, Church Hill. Changes in elevation of instruments: Barometer …. thermometer dry 10.8 ft.; wet 10.8
ft.; rain gauge 3.4 ft.; anemometer 52.1 ft.; wind vane 52.7 ft.; all above ground.



Page 13 Data from October 1897 to December of 1910

Remarks: All entries on this page were checked with forms #1002 and 1003 to and including 1906.


